It is impossible for any one reviewer to do justice to a work of this kind, as it would take many months of serious study to work through it. The reviewer, however, tried the 'diagonal reading' method, page by page, to try and get a fair idea how the material was treated. It is obvious that the authors spared no effort in the collection of their material; references are given at the end of each chapter amounting altogether to about 6,000 titles. Whilst not wanting to detract from the value of the work, especially as there is no comparable publication available in the English language, I would like to put forward one or two points of criticism.
It Oxford&c.: Pergamon Press 1965 In recent years considerable advances have been made in knowledge of the physiology and pathology of the heart at cellular level; these advances include theories on the intracellular pathways of action currents, ion fluxes in the beating heart, the anatomy of muscle contraction and spread of excitation through the myocardium. One important practical application coming from these researches is that of direct current countershock in the control of arrhythmias.
The papers and discussion at an International Symposium on the Electrophysiology of the Heart held in Milan on October 11-13, 1963, have now been published and represent the most recent views of leading workers throughout the world.
The text is excellently produced and the subjects range from a general introduction to membrane physiology, to the distribution of heart potentials over the body surface; some chapters are devoted to speculation on the dipole moment of the heart and resultant electrical potentials on the surface. Another chapter deals with the computer analysis of the electrocardiogram in trying to bridge the gap between the dipolar theoretical concept and the pragmatic multipolar approach to the subject.
This book is essentially for the specialist physiologist or cardiologist who wishes to go deeply into the mechanism of generation and behaviour of electrical potentials in the heart. 
